	Project Overview part 1: define 

	Name of Project:
	LIVING IN A DEMOCRACY Project
	Duration: 3 weeks

	Subject/Course:
	Social Studies
	Grade Level:3rd

	Other subject areas to be included, if any:
	Writing

	

	Project Idea 
Summary of the issue, challenge, investigation, scenario, or problem:
	Students will begin their LIVING IN A DEMOCRACY project by brainstorming different public problems, such as, recycling, littering, longer school year and testing.  Students will then be informed about other important matters that effect our state.  Students will work in small groups and create a presentation(short video) about a public issue that they feel is important to share with others.  



	Driving Question
	How can looking at public problems make you a better citizen?

    Why is it important to know and understand public problems?

    What can we learn from public problems?

     Who will listen to our problems?

     How do people learn about public issues in our state?



	Content and Skills Standards to be addressed:
	P3.1.1-Identify public issues in Michigan that influence the daily lives of its citizens.

P3.3.1-Compose a paragraph expressing a position on a public policy issue in Michigan and justify the position with a reasonable argument

P4.2.2-Particpate in projects that help inform others.

W.PR.03.02-apply a variety of pre-writing strategies for both narrative and informational writing in order to generate, sequence, and structure ideas (e.g. sequence for beginning, middle and end, problem/solution, or compare/contrast).



	                                                                                
	T+A
	E
	
	T+A
	E

	21st Century Skills 
to be explicitly taught and assessed (T+A) or that will be encouraged (E) by project work, but not taught or assessed:
	Collaboration
	X
	
	Other:
	
	

	
	Presentation 
	X
	
	
	
	

	
	Critical Thinking:
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	            
	Presentation Audience:

	Culminating Products and Performances
	Group:
	Students will work in groups to:

1.  Collect/record about public issues from resources such as the newspaper or websites.  Michigan and things others can do to help solve the problem.

2.  Work together to choose a public issue that they would like to share with others.

3. create a video presentation that represents their feelings about a public issue that they feel is important.

4.  Complete a teamwork checklist rubric.


	Class:
	X

	
	
	
	School:
	X

	
	
	
	Community:
	

	
	Individual:
	Each students will be expected to:

1.  Keep an individual reflection log.

2.  Complete a graphic organizer to help organize their writing.

3.  Complete a paragraph expressing a position about a public problem in Michigan.


	Experts:
	X

	
	
	
	Web:
	

	
	
	
	Other:

	Project Overview part 2: design

	“Grabber” to launch inquiry & generate interest:
	Show a movie from a website through the Environmental Protection Agency called When Greenville Turned Brown. http://www.epa.gov/superfund/kids/stories.htm
After watching the video we will discuss the importance of our responsibilities of being a good citizen in Michigan.   

	Assessments
	Formative Assessments

(Checkpoints During Project)
	Quizzes/Tests
	
	Practice Presentations
	

	
	
	 Reflection Journal
	X
	Notes
	

	
	
	Preliminary Plans/Outlines/Prototypes
	
	Checklists
	

	
	
	Rough Drafts
	X
	Concept Maps
	

	
	
	Online Tests/Exams
	
	Other:
	

	
	Summative Assessments

(End of Project)


	Written Product(s), with rubric: 

__________________________________________________
	X
	Other Product(s) or Performance(s), with rubric:

__________________________________________________
	

	
	
	Oral Presentation, with rubric
	
	Peer Evaluation
	

	
	
	Multiple Choice/Short Answer Test 
	
	Self-Evaluation (teamwork rubric)
	X

	
	
	Essay Test
	
	Other:
	

	.

	Debriefing Methods
	(Individual, Group, and/or Whole Class)
	Journal/Learning Log
	
	Focus Group
	

	
	
	Whole-Class Discussion
	X
	Fishbowl Discussion
	

	
	
	Survey
	
	Other:
	

	 

	Resources

Needed


	On-site people, facilities:
	

	
	Equipment:
	Projector, laptop computers, internet connection & video camera 

	
	Materials:
	Graphic organizers

Storyboard organizer

Rubics

books

Websites-http://www.michiganepic.org/coredemocratic/indexb.html

http://www.epa.gov/superfund/kids/green/page1.htm

	
	Community resources:
	Community Representative-Supervisor/State Representative


	Project Teaching and Learning Guide

	Project: LIVING IN A DEMOCRACY
	Course/Semester: Social Studies

	
	

	Knowledge and Skills Needed by Students

to successfully complete culminating products and 

performances, and do well on summative assessments
	Scaffolding / Materials / Lessons to be Provided 

by the project teacher, other teachers, experts,

mentors, community members

	Teamwork  skills
	(

	Mini lesson on to work on a team.

	Understanding what a public issue is.
	(

	Group discussion-Giving examples of what public issues are in Michigan. Use example from Michigan text book about taking a stand. Pg. 283



	Identify public issues in Michigan
	(

	Brainstorming different problems that we have in school, then taking to a larger scale.  

	How to use a video camera
	(

	Mini lesson on how to use a video camera.

	How to use a rubric
	(

	Teacher will model the use of the rubric throughout the project.

	Basic knowledge of writing a paragraph
	(

	Mini Lesson on using a graphic organizer.  Teacher modeling, mini lessons



	
	(

	


	PROJECT CALENDAR

	project: LIVING IN A DEMOCRACY
	Start Date:  October 2009

	

	MONDAY
	TUESDAY
	WEDNESDAY
	THURSDAY
	FRIDAY

	PROJECT WEEK ONE

	Watch video on www.epa.gov/superfund.

Discuss each part of the story as students view.

Introduce Driving Question
	Read-The River Ran Wild, by Lynne Cherry. Discuss the importance of keeping our waters clean.


	What is a public issue?

Discuss the vocabulary and make sure everyone understands the concept. (graphic organizer)

Give examples.

Students will be writing in their reflection journals after dicussion.  
	Students will be placed in small groups to work on one of the already brainstormed public issues that effect Michigan.  Students will create a short 2 minute video describing the public issue. (storyboards will be made available to help guide groups).

Students will use their reflection journals.


	Review  teamwork skills.  Refer to teamwork rubric.

Work on videos.

Provide assistance to groups that need help with the video & script. 



	PROJECT WEEK TWO

	Work on videos.


	Rehearse Videos.
	Record videos.
	Students will present videos to the class. Each student will select a public issue that they would like to write about.

Teamwork rubric will be completed.
	Mini Lesson-

Begin rough drafts on public issue.  

Use graphic organizer to help gather and organize ideas.



	PROJECT WEEK THREE

	Work on public issue paragraph


	Work on public issue paragraph.
	Begin editing paragraphs.
	Final drafts.
	Invite public official to come and answer questions about public service and their job.
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